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• Seek Congressional approval for

– Enhanced leasing authority that allows them to
lease real property at fair market value and retain
lease proceeds to cover the total costs incurred at
KSC and CCAFS; and

– Privatization of NASA utilities at KSC and
CCAFS to overcome the budget burdens associ-
ated with capital improvements to outdated
infrastructure.

In addition, NASA and DoD need to make the
investments necessary for developing and supporting
future launch capabilities. To deal with the problem
of operating costs, NASA should also consider turn-
ing over day-to-day management responsibilities for
its field centers to state governments, universities, or
companies.

Provide Incentives to Commercial Space.
Government and the investment community must
become more sensitive to commercial opportunities
and problems in space. Public space travel may con-
stitute a viable marketplace in the future. It holds the
potential for increasing launch demand and
improvements in space launch reliability and
reusability. Moreover, it could lead to a market that
would ultimately support a robust space transporta-
tion industry with “airline-like operations.”  The
government could help encourage this by allowing
NASA to fly private citizens on the Space Shuttle. 

Sustain Commitment to Science and Space. The
U.S. government should continue its long-standing
commitment to science missions in space and focus
on internationally cooperative efforts in the future.

RECOMMENDATION #3

The Commission recommends that the United

States create a space imperative. The Department

of Defense, the National Aeronautics and Space

Administration and industry must partner in inno-

vative aerospace technologies, especially in the

areas of propulsion and power. These innovations

will enhance our national security, provide major

spin-offs to our economy, accelerate the explo-

ration of the near and distant universe with both

human and robotic missions, and open up new

opportunities for public space travel and commer-

cial space endeavors in the 21st century. 
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