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THE CONRAD SPIRIT OF INNOVATION
Dear Educators,

Recently, the Conrad Foundation announced the 2008-2009 Pete Conrad Spirit of Innovation awards (www.conradawards.org). This program is based on the rich legacy of my late husband, Pete Conrad, former astronaut, explorer, entrepreneur and the third man to walk on the Moon in Apollo XII. Pete's story began when he was expelled in the 11th grade from a prestigious school in Haverford, Pennsylvania. The school thought he was a wash out, a slow kid, in fact, downright stupid. The issue was that Pete was dyslexic but no one knew what dyslexia was in those days. 

Pete’s insightful mother took him to Darrow School in New Lebanon, New York, a school known for its unique ability to deal with problem children. It wasn't long before the headmaster of Darrow saw something special in Pete. It was with his encouragement that Pete began to gain confidence and excel in his studies. Pete was awarded a scholarship to Princeton, and eventually had the opportunity to fly Gemini V, Gemini XI and then command the Apollo 12 mission.

 
After retiring from NASA, Pete pursued his own entrepreneurial spirit, starting four successful companies while continuing his love for exploration. It is our salute to Pete's entrepreneurial spirit that has propelled us to create the Pete Conrad Spirit of Innovation Awards. The awards combine education, innovation and entrepreneurship by challenging high school students to design products using science and technology. The competition includes platforms in personal spaceflight, lunar exploration and renewable energy. Teams will compete for over $120,000 of prize money as well as the opportunities to connect with leading scientists, engineers, and entrepreneurs. The awards create a long term community for students and teachers and provide resources and opportunities to develop and incubate commercial products. The competition is just the beginning of this journey. For more information on the Pete Conrad Spirit of Innovation Awards go to: www.conradawards.org. 

We are not only building a program, we’re driving a movement. We hope that you will join us in designing the future. 
All the information about the program can be found at: www.conradawards.org 


Sincerely,


Nancy Conrad







Founder & Chairman





Conrad Foundation





















Contact:


Joshua Neubert


Executive Director, Conrad Foundation


617-970-6650


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Joshua.neubert@conradfoundation.org" ��Joshua.neubert@conradfoundation.org� 
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